OUR LADY OF THE WAY PARISH, EMU PLAINS

19 Troy St, Emu Plains

Phone: 4735 1041

Email: emuplains@parracatholic.org

Web: https://catholicparishemuplains.org.au/

What does the Lord require of you
but to act justly, to love tenderly,
and to walk humbly with your
God.” Micah 6:8

Sundav. 16th November, 2025 Thirty-third Sunday in ordinary time. Year C

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass.

Entrance Antiphon Jeremian 29:11,12,14 3. For the Lord comes,

The Lord said: | think thoughts of peace and not he Cqmes to rule the ea_rth_' .

of affliction. You will call upon me, and | will He will rule the WO!’Id W'_th justice
answer you, and | will lead back your captives and the peoples with fairness. (R.)

from every place.

Second Readinq 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
First Reading maiachi3:19-20 A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the

A reading from the prophet Malachi Thessalonians
Do not give anyone food who refuses to work.

The sun of righteousness will shine on you.

The day is coming now, burning like a You know how you are supposed to
furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil- | imitate us: now we were not idle when
doers will be like stubble. The day thatis | we were with you, nor did we ever

coming is going to burn them up, says have our meals at anyone’s table

the Lord of hosts, leaving them neither without paying for them; no, we

root nor stalk. But for you who fear my worked night and day, slaving and

name, the sun of righteousness will shine | straining, so as not to be a burden on

out with healing in its rays. any of you. This was not because we
had no right to be, but in order to make

Responsorial Psalm pso7:59 R seev.9 ourselves an example for you to follow.

We gave you a rule when we were

(R.) The Lord comes to rule the earth with you: not to let anyone have any

with justice. food if he refused to do any work. Now
1. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp | we hear that there are some of you
with the sound of music. who are living in idleness, doing no
With trumpets and the sound of the work themselves but interfering with
horn acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus
Christ, we order and call on people of
2. Let the sea and all within it, thunder; this kind to go on quietly working and
the world, and all its peoples. earning the food that they eat.

Let the rivers clap their hands
and the hills ring out their joy
at the presence of the Lord. (R.)
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Gospel Acclamation. Luke 2128

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lift up your heads and see;

your redemption is near at hand.
Alleluia!

Gospel. Luke21:519
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Your endurance will win you your life.

When some were talking about the
Temple, remarking how it was adorned
with fine stonework and votive offerings,
Jesus said, ‘All these things you are
staring at now — the time will come when
not a single stone will be left on another:
everything will be destroyed.” And they
put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they
said, ‘when will this happen, then, and
what sign will there be that this is about
to take place?’ ‘“Take care not to be
deceived,’ he said, ‘because many will
come using my name and saying, “l am
he” and, “The time is near at hand.”
Refuse to join them. And when you hear
of wars and revolutions, do not be
frightened, for this is something that must
happen but the end is not soon.” Then he
said to them, ‘Nation will fight against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be great earthquakes

and plagues and famines here and
there;there will be fearful sights and
great signs from heaven.

‘But before all this happens, men will
seize you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to the synagogues and
to imprisonment, and bring you before
kings and governors because of my
name — and that will be your
opportunity to bear witness. Keep this
carefully in mind: you are not to
prepare your defence, because |
myself shall give you an eloquence
and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to resist or
contradict. You will be betrayed even
by parents and brothers, relations and
friends; and some of you will be put to
death. You will be hated by all men on
account of my name, but not a hair of
your head will be lost. Your endurance
will win you your lives.’

Communion Antiphon cr1pet2s5

Be built up like living stones,
into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966,
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.

Let us pray: We pray for those recently deceased, for William

Simmonds, Judy Clements and Vera Forsyth whose death anniversaries
are at this time, and for all those in the Book of Remembrance. We pray
that their families find comfort in the fact that they are safely in the arms of
their loving Lord. We also pray for all our brothers and sisters in our
community who are unwell, especially, Ray Dukes , Danko Caran, Chris

Hall, Sean Murray, Franco Di Napoli Laurie Doohan, Linda Hicks, Michelle
Gardam, Bradley Gardam, Cecilia Fanning, Kathleen Bell, Michelle Hadden,
Cohen Hadden, Peter Joseph Apap, Jo Von Schomburg, Sr Patricia
Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob Scott, Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan,
Desley Mulock, Pauline Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette
Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you know someone who
needs prayers, please contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them to our prayer list.
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Parish Notices:

Children’s liturgy: Sunday, 23 Nov, 9.30am Mass

Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us after the 8am
Mass this Sunday, 16" Nov, and next Sunday, 23™
Nov, after the 9.30am Mass. All welcome!

Wrap with love knitters group meets on Thursdays
from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. For more
information, please contact Judy Prendergast
(0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 665 844).

Playgroup: Playgroup meets every second Tuesday
(during school term) at 10am in the parish hall.
Next playgroup: 25" November.

Catholic Care Emergency Food Drive: Our
monthly food drive will take place this weekend
15/16 Nov. Catholic Care have advised that

they have plenty of pasta but do need cereals, pasta
sauces, toothpastes, canned vegies, long life milks,
biscuits and tuna/canned meats if possible. Please
note Catholic Care are unable to accept goods

that have passed the ‘use by’ date.

Thank you for your very generous response.

Life Ascending Meeting: Our last meeting of the
year will be at 10 am, 19" November, at the home of
Kay Walker, 197 River Rd, Leonay, followed by
Christmas lunch at the Rowers Club, Penrith. New
members are welcome! Life Ascending is a group for
spiritual enrichment and friendship for the over 50
age group. For more information contact Noelene
Bangle on 0247337481, or see the Parish Booklet
available at the rear of the church.

2026 Columban Calendars available to purchase for
$10. Cash and eftpos available.

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Cards are also

available to purchase for $10 per pack. Cash and
eftpos available.

Readers/ Commentators roster:

Dates: 6.00pm 8.00am 9.30am

C: Marianne Castor
R: Denise Robens
Lara Roser

David Green

C: Trish Ryan

R: Mary Balam
Stevenie Harman
Anne Deutscher

JS 1: Jacob Baptista

JS 2: Elizabeth Baptista

C: Maria Sirotti

R: Geraldine Waters
Deacon Batsirai
Mary Marsh

15: Evie Milroy

November 15/16

33 Ordinary Rebecca Carberry (Visit)

JS 1: Hugo Watson
J5 2: Jonah Ellis

C: Louise Goderie|

R: Isabelle Pamintuan
Stevenie Harman
Michael Manton

J51: Felicity Tuballa

C: Paul Ryan C: Lisa Samojlowicz
R: Kay Walker
Michael Blair
Pat Edwards

JS: N/A

R: Joanne Hamilton
Deacon Batsirai

John Cowen

Denise Robens (Visit)
15 1: Jonah Ellis

November 22/23
CHRIST THE KING

JS 2: Nicholas Hamilton

Advent as Memory, Happening and Hope:
Join us on Saturday 29 November from 2:00PM
to 5:00PM to prepare for Advent and the
Christmas Season. We will explore the meaning
of Advent and deepen our faith and
understanding by reflecting on the themes of:

Stay Awak 1
ay Awake 7?/[/{/(7/th

Prepare the Way of the
Lord; | |’ ] ‘
Doubt and Rediscovery; ' |
God is with us. i

Light refreshments o Il <
will be provided.
To register, please contact the Parish Office on

4735 1041 or emuplains@parracatholic.org by
Tuesday 25 November 2025.

November Masses: In November we remember
the Faithful Departed — those who have gone
before us marked with the sign of faith. We have
the Book of Remembrance at the front of the
church. You are welcome to clearly write the
names of your departed family and friends on a
Mass Intention envelope and place it in the
purple box at the November Mass table, in the
collection basket or it can be brought to the
Parish Office. Names will be added to the Book
of Remembrance weekly. During November, the
priest will say Mass daily for people in the Book
of Remembrance. November Masses, requested
from family and friends, are an offering for the
faithful departed. You're free to offer any
amount, but the suggested amount is $20.

Choir rehearsals for the 6pm Christmas Vigil
Mass will commence on Tuesday 25"
November at 7.30pm in the church. For more
information, please contact the Parish Office on
4735 1041.

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal, Nov 22 & 23 —
supporting Catholic Care Grief and Loss
Counselling. With many individuals and families
carrying grief, stress and uncertainty - wrestling
with the rising cost-of-living, unstable work and
the heartbreak of losing a loved one, your
generosity is the way to open the doors of hope
ensuring that no one in our community grieves
alone. Please give generously at
parracatholic.org/appeal or, alternatively,
envelopes are available at the rear of the church
and can be returned next weekend. Thank you.

2026 Daily Mass Books can now be purchased
for $30 from the Parish Office. Limited copies
available.




Parish Information Weekend Mass times:
Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 8am, 9:30am
Filipino Mass-3 Sunday of the month:12pm

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)

Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku Weekday Masses:

Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi Tuesday 6pm;

Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am.

Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am

Our Lady of the Way principal: Thursday before Mass. Benediction last
Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) Thursday of the month.

Penola Catholic college principal: First Fridays of the month — healing Mass.

Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100)

R iliation: Saturday 5pm.
CathWest Innovation College principal: econciiiation. satdraay spm

Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: appointment. Please contact the parish office
For assistance call 1800 606 724 | (emuplains@parracatholic.orq) for information

on reconciliation, communion and confirmation.

Reflection to prepare for Advent

At the start of this week a well-known radio personality John Laws died aged ninety. He will be
remembered for many things but for me it will be his signature sign off song at the end of his radio
program. It was called “Less of me” and if you study the lyrics it encompasses how we should all be
striving to live our lives.

The lyrics say “Let me be a little kinder, let me be a little blinder, to the faults of those around me let me
praise a little more. Let me be when | am weary just a little bit more cheery. Think a little more of others
and a little less of me.”

“Let me be a little braver when temptation bids me waver, let me strive a little harder to be all that |
should be. Let me be a little meeker with the brother who is weaker. Let me think more of my neighbour
and a little less of me.”

“Let me serve a little better those that | am striving for” does this not reflect the beautiful relationship
which we have with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and does it not encompass many of the things
which he taught us during his time here on Earth?

So, as we approach the season of Advent — a season of preparation for the coming of our Lord, as the
Wise men make their journey towards Bethlehem to pay homage to the Christ child let us be reminded of
why he came. To save us, to care for us while we are on Earth and then to take us home when our
journey is done to live with Him for all eternity.

Diocese of Parramatta Notices:

Grow your own veggies at Mamre House and Farm: Learn food-growing skills with farmer Joe at
Catholic Care’s Mamre House and Farm, 181 Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills. These free workshops cover
seeds, garden beds and pest management — and you’ll take home your own plant. Workshops are held
on Wednesday 19 November, 5pm—7pm or Saturday 22 November, 2pm—4pm.

Register: tinyurl.com/mamre-house

Feast days of the week: Parish bank details:

Nov 17th — St. Elizabeth of Hungary

Nov 18th — The Dedication of the Basicilas of Ss. Peter church financially through online banking:
and Paul, Apostles

Nov 19th — St. Crispin ggg-eagygszlains Catholic church
Nov 20th — St. Leo of Nonantula '

Nov 21st — The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary | Account Number: 00000289
Nov 22nd — St. Cecilia, Martyr

If you would like to support our priest and
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