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Sunday, 23rd November, 2025  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. 
Year C   
 

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass. 

Entrance Antiphon  Revelation 5:12; 1:6 

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and 
strength and honour. To him belong glory and 
power for ever and ever. 
 

First Reading 2 Samuel 5:1-3 

A reading from the second book of Samuel 

They anointed David king of Israel. 

All the tribes of Israel came to David 
at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are your 
own flesh and blood. In days past 
when Saul was our king, it was you who 
led Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord 
said to you, “You are the man who shall 
be shepherd of my people Israel, you 
shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king 
at Hebron, and King David made a pact 
with them at Hebron in the presence of 
the Lord, and they anointed David king 
of Israel. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 121:1-5. R. see v.2 

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of 
the Lord. 

1. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.) 

2. Jerusalem is built as a city 
strongly compact. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. (R.) 

 

 

 

3. For Israel’s law it is, there to 
praise the Lord’s name. There were 
set the thrones of judgement of the 
house of David. (R.) 
 

Second Reading   Colossians 1:12-20 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Colossians   He has taken us into the kingdom of 
his beloved Son. 

We give thanks to the Father who has 
made it possible for you to join the 
saints and with them to inherit the light. 

Because that is what he has done: he 
has taken us out of the power of 
darkness and created a place for us in 
the kingdom of the Son that he loves, 
and in him, we gain our freedom, the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first-born of all creation, 
for in him were created all things in 
heaven and on earth: everything 
visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, 
Sovereignties, Powers – all things 
were created through him and for 
him. Before anything was created, 
he existed, and he holds all things in 
unity. Now the Church is his body, 
he is its head. As he is the 
Beginning, he was first to be born 
from the dead, so that he should be 
first in every way; because God 
wanted all perfection to be found in 
him and all things to be reconciled  

OUR LADY OF THE WAY PARISH, EMU PLAINS 

What does the Lord require of you 

but to act justly, to love tenderly, 

and to walk humbly with your 

God.”  Micah 6:8 

 

19 Troy St, Emu Plains 
Phone: 4735 1041 
Email: emuplains@parracatholic.org 
Web: https://catholicparishemuplains.org.au/ 
 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csm2#sm2005
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ccol#col001
mailto:emuplains@parracatholic.org
https://catholicparishemuplains.org.au/


 

through him and for him, everything in 
heaven and everything on earth, when he 
made peace by his death on the cross. 
 

Gospel Acclamation. Mark 11:9. 10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of 
David our Father; blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. 
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel. Luke 23:35-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according Luke 

Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

The people stayed there before the cross 
watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they 
jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they 
said, ‘let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The 
soldiers mocked him too, and when they 
approached to offer him vinegar they 
said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, 
save yourself.’ Above him there was an 
inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals hanging there 
abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he 
said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But 
the other spoke up and rebuked him. 
‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said.  

 

 

‘You got the same sentence as he did, 
but in our case we deserved it: we are 
paying for what we did. But this man 
has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he 
said, ‘remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise 
you,’ he replied, ‘today you will be with 
me in paradise.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon  Psalm 28:10-11 

The Lord sits as King for ever. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the 
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 
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Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased Colleen Marion Reddy, for 

Stanislaw Pieklarz, Noela Goodwin and William Simmonds whose death 
anniversaries are at this time, and for all those in the Book of 
Remembrance. We pray that their families find comfort in the fact that they 
are safely in the arms of their loving Lord. We also pray for all our brothers 
and sisters in our community who are unwell, especially, Karen Allen, Ray 
Dukes , Danko Caran, Sean Murray, Franco Di Napoli  Laurie Doohan, 
Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, Bradley Gardam, Cecilia Fanning, Kathleen 
Bell, Michelle Hadden, Cohen Hadden, Peter Joseph Apap, Jo Von 
Schomburg, Sr Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob Scott,  Deacon George 
Bryan, Kaye Bryan, Desley Mulock, Pauline Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy 
Mikosic, Bernadette Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you 
know someone who needs prayers, please contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them 
to our prayer list. 
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Parish Notices: 
 

Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us after the 9.30am 
Mass this Sunday, Nov 23.  All welcome! 

Wrap with love knitters group meets on Thursdays 
from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. For more 
information, please contact Judy Prendergast 
(0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 665 844).  
 

Playgroup: Playgroup meets every second Tuesday 
(during school term) at 10am in the parish hall.  
Next playgroup: 25th November. 

Children’s liturgy: This Sunday, Nov 23, at the 
9.30am Mass.   

Upper Primary Youth Group: What an amazing 
evening we had at our Year 4 - 7 upper primary Youth 
Group last Friday night, with our biggest turn out of 
children so far!  This month we focused on All Saints 
and All Souls Day, highlighting to the children the 
importance of these days to us personally and our 
Catholic Faith. Through games and discussions, they 
learnt that Saints were ordinary people who loved and 
served God in extraordinary ways, and they can be 
role models to us as part of our everyday lives. It was 
an uplifting night which had some of the children 
eager to research Saints over the weekend! 
Next Youth Group will be held on Friday 12 Dec, in 
the Parish Hall from 7.00pm to 8.30pm. We can't 
wait for the children to celebrate Christmas together 
with craft, games, a light pizza dinner and some short 
movies. Please RSVP to the Parish Office on 02 4735 
1041, by Thurs 11 Dec for catering requirements. 

 
 
Readers/ Commentators roster: 
 

 

 
 

 
Sacramental News:   
Last Saturday, we celebrated the Baptism of 4 
primary school children. It was a beautiful Mass 
and a strong reminder that the Holy Spirit is 
working and active in the lives of young people. 
For the 3 older children it was their desire to be 
baptised, not their parents. Thank you especially 
to Sue, Wolfgang, Margaret, Chris, Lynne, John 
and Fr Michael.  This was the last sacrament for 
the year, so I would like to thank all the 
parishioners of OLOW for your support in so 
many ways, but particularly for your prayers 
which carry me and this ministry. May you be 
blessed. With love, Cate 
  
Advent as Memory, 
Happening and Hope: 
Join us on Saturday November 
29 in the Parish Hall from 2-5pm 
to prepare for Advent and the 
Christmas Season. We will explore the meaning 
of Advent and deepen our faith and 
understanding by reflecting on the themes of: 
Stay Awake, Prepare the Way of the Lord; Doubt 
and Rediscovery, and God is with us.  
Light refreshments will be provided.  
Please contact the Parish Office 4735 1041 or 
emuplains@parracatholic.org to register by 
Tuesday 25 November 2025. 
 
Senior Spirituality- Advent Reflection: Get 
into the spirit of the season and find out about 
the Jesse Tree and take one home to share with 
your family. Merilyn Hancock (Ministry Partner, 
Parramatta Diocese) will run a two-hour Advent 
reflection for us on Tues 2 December. 
Flyers with details re venue etc are available at 
the back of the church.   
  
Christmas Mass at Edinglassie: Fr Michael will 
celebrate a special Christmas mass, in the Good 
Shepherd Chapel at the Edinglassie care facility 
for our parishioners who live there. Please join 

us on Thursday 27th Nov at 11am. All are 
welcome! 

Choir rehearsals for the 6pm Christmas Vigil 
Mass will commence THIS Tuesday, Nov 25, at 
7.30pm in the church. 
 
2026 Daily Mass Books can now be purchased 
for $30 from the Parish Office. Limited copies 
available. 
 
2026 Columban Calendars and Vinnies 
Christmas cards can be purchased from the 
rear of the church before and after weekend 
Masses for $10 each.. 

 



Parish Information 
 

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from 
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)  
Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku 
Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi 
Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton 
Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey 
 

Our Lady of the Way principal:  
    Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) 
Penola Catholic college principal:  
   Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100) 
CathWest Innovation College principal: 
   Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) 
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: 
For assistance call 1800 606 724. 

Weekend Mass times: 
Saturday 6 pm,  Sunday 8am, 9:30am 
Filipino Mass-3rd Sunday of the month:12pm 
 

Weekday Masses:  
Tuesday 6pm;   
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am. 
 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am 
Thursday before Mass. Benediction last 
Thursday of the month. 
First Fridays of the month – healing Mass. 
 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5pm. 
 

Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by 
appointment. Please contact the parish office 
(emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information 
on reconciliation, communion and confirmation. 

 

 

 
 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices:  
   

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal, Nov 22 & 23 – supporting Catholic Care Grief and Loss Counselling. With 
many individuals and families carrying grief, stress and uncertainty - wrestling with the 
rising cost-of-living, unstable work and the heartbreak of losing a loved one, your 
generosity is the way to open the doors of hope ensuring that no one in our community 
grieves alone. Please give generously at parracatholic.org/appeal, by using the QR code 
or, alternatively, envelopes are available on the pews. Thank you.  

Positions Vacant:  Catholic Chaplain – Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains 
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 
 

Diocesan Advent Week Scripture Reflection Evening; 26 November  In what way would you say I’m 
‘awaiting’ God’s presence this Advent? How do I see myself in Advent Scripture stories this year? 
Register for the Diocesan Advent Scripture Reflection Evening w/ Dr Debra Snoddy on Wednesday 26 
November 2025 – 6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP via https://parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-advent-
scripture-night-26-november/ or get in touch with the team via met@parracatholic.org 
 

Red November: Pray for persecuted Christians 
Aid to the Church in Need invites all Catholics to remember, pray for and support 
persecuted Christians throughout Red November. Please pray especially for our 
brothers and sisters in Nigeria, Sudan and the Middle East, where Christians are facing 
grave danger right now. Watch the official video and download your Red Rosary prayer 
card by scanning the QR code or visiting www.rednovember.org  

Volunteers needed at Catholic Care’s Mamre Creche  Are you great with young kids? Catholic Care is 
looking for friendly, caring volunteers to support staff during crèche sessions on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 10am to 2pm at Mamre House, Orchard Hills. If you enjoy spending time with young 
children (aged 0–5) and have a few hours to spare, we’d love to hear from you. Volunteers will need to 
obtain a Working with Children Check and Police Check. To help make a difference in the lives of local 
families, call Catholic Care on (02) 8843 2500. 
 

Feast days of the week: 
                 

                      

Nov 24th  – St. Andrew 
Nov 25th –  St Catherine of Alexandria 
Nov 26th  – St. John Berchmans 
Nov 27th – Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
Nov 28th – St. Catherine Laboure 
Nov 29th – Our Lady of the Golden Heart 
 

Parish bank details: 
 

If you would like to support our priest and 
church financially through online banking: 
Name: Emu Plains Catholic church 
BSB: 067 950  
Account Number: 00000289 
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