OUR LADY OF THE WAY PARISH, EMU PLAINS

What does the Lord require of you
but to act justly, to love tenderly,
and to walk humbly with your
God.” Micah 6:8

19 Troy St, Emu Plains

Phone: 4735 1041

Email: emuplains@parracatholic.org

Web: https://catholicparishemuplains.org.au/

Sundav. 30th November, 2025 First Sunday of Advent. Year A

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass.

Entrance Antiphon cipsaim24:1-3

To you, | lift up my soul, O my God.

In you, | have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

First Reading isaian 2:1-5
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in
the kingdom of God.

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz,
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In the days to come the mountain of the
Temple of the Lord shall tower above the
mountains and be lifted higher than the
hills. All the nations will stream to it,
peoples without number will come to it;
and they will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of

the Lord, to the Temple of the God

of Jacob that he may teach us his ways

so that we may walk in his paths;
since the Law will go out from Zion,
and the oracle of the Lord

from Jerusalem.’

He will wield authority over the nations
and adjudicate between many peoples;
these will hammer their swords into
ploughshares, their spears into sickles.
Nation will not lift sword against nation,
there will be no more training for war.
O House of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm ps 121:1-2. 4-5.6-9. R. see

v.1.

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house
of the Lord.

1. I rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)

2. It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. (R.)

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
‘Peace be to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
in your palaces, peace!’ (R.)

4. For love of my brethren and friends
| say: ‘Peace upon you!
For love of the house of the Lord
| will ask for your good. (R.)

Second Reading romans 13:11-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

The time has come, our salvation is near.

You know ‘the time’ has come: you
must wake up now: our salvation is
even nearer than it was when we were
converted. The night is almost over, it
will be daylight soon — let us give up all
the things we prefer to do under the
cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves
and appear in the light. Let us live
decently as people do in the daytime:
no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or
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licentiousness, and no wrangling or
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord
Jesus Christ.

you too must stand ready because the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.

Gospel Acclamation. Psalm 84:8
Alleluia. alleluia! Communion Antiphon rsaimsa:13
, !

Lord ShOW us your mercy and Iove The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our
and érant us your salvation ’ earth shall yield its increase.
Alleluia!

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966,
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.

Gospel. matthew 24:37-44

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Stay awake, you must be ready.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was

in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son
of Man comes. For in those days before
the Flood people were eating, drinking,
taking wives, taking husbands, right up to
the day Noah went into the ark, and they
suspected nothing till the Flood came and
swept all away. It will be like this when
the Son of Man comes. Then of two men | ===

in the fields one is taken, one left; of two | Gmeneeesenienncsianens nassonnacs
women at the millstone grinding, one is

taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not Liturgical Ministry Formation Course:
know the day when your master is Enrolments are now open for 2026. There will be
coming. You may be quite sure of this a course run at Blacktown commencing on Feb

) 16, and another at Penrith commencing on Feb
that if the householder had known at 19. If you would like to enrol, or for more

what time of the night the burglar would information, please contact the Parish Office on

come. he would have stayed awake and 4735 1041. This course fills up quickly and limited
’ ilable.

would not have allowed anyone to break spaces are avatable

through the wall of his house. Therefore,

Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased Colleen Marion Reddy and
Bernadette Beasley, and for Carmelo Mederos, Joseph Charles Reeves,
Christina Mary Reeves, Stanislaw Pieklarz and Noela Goodwin whose
death anniversaries are at this time, and for all those in the Book of
Remembrance. We pray that their families find comfort in the fact that they
are safely in the arms of their loving Lord. We also pray for all our brothers
and sisters in our community who are unwell, especially, Karen Allen, Ray
Dukes , Danko Caran, Sean Murray, Franco Di Napoli Laurie Doohan,
Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, Bradley Gardam, Cecilia Fanning, Kathleen
Bell, Michelle Hadden, Cohen Hadden, Peter Joseph Apap, Jo Von
Schomburg, Sr Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob Scott, Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan, Desley
Mulock, Pauline Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette Hoolahan,
Elisabeth Robens, Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you know someone who needs
prayers, please contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them to our prayer list.
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Parish Notices:

Children’s liturgy: February, 2026. Date TBC.

Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us for light
refreshments after the 6pm Vigil Mass on Dec 6.

Wrap with love knitters group meets on Thursdays
from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. For more
information, please contact Judy Prendergast
(0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 665 844).

Playgroup: Playgroup meets every second Tuesday
(during school term) at 10am in the parish hall.
The final playgroup for 2025 will be Dec 2.

Upper Primary Youth Group: Next Youth Group
will be held on Friday 12 Dec, in the Parish Hall
from 7.00pm to 8.30pm. We can't wait for the
children to celebrate Christmas together with craft,
games, a light pizza dinner and some short movies.
Please RSVP to the Parish Office on 02 47351041 by
Dec 11 for catering requirements.

for 6pm Christmas Vigil
Mass- Tuesdays, 7.30pm in the church.

Senior Spirituality- Advent Reflection: Get into the
spirit of the season and find out about the Jesse Tree
and take one home to share with your family. Merilyn
Hancock (Ministry Partner, Parramatta Diocese) will
run a two-hour Advent reflection for us on Tues 2
December. Flyers with details re venue etc are
available at the back of the church.

Catholic Care Emergency Food Drive: Our
monthly food drive will take place earlier next month
(weekend 13/14 December). Catholic Care have
suggested that along with the usual grocery items
we could consider purchasing some small Christmas
treats for those who live alone eg small Christmas
pudding, tinned ham, mince tarts, small tubs of fruit.
Thank you for your very generous response

2026 Daily Mass Books can now be purchased for
$30 from the Parish Office. Limited copies available.

Readers/ Commentators roster:

Dates:

6.00pm

8.00am

9.30am

November 29/30
ADVENT 1

C: Louise Goderie
R: Victor Tuballa

Stevenie Harman
Debra Glesson

J5 1: Josie

1S 2: Alex

C: Paul Devlin

R: Sue Mouthaan
Mary Marsh
Deacon Batsirai
JS: Evie

C: Brett Wright

R: Don Robens

Lara Roser

Connie Reid

Beth Nowland (Visit)
JS: Hugo

December 6/7
ADVENT 2

C: Bellinda Henderson
R: Sue Schembri
Deacon Batsirai
Stevenie Harman

15 1: Alex

JS 2: Felicity

C: Gabe Manouk
R: Kevin Balkin
Michael Blair
John Lo Cascio
151: Elizabeth
152: Jacob

C: Matthew Hamilton
R: Trish Boyle

Mary Marsh

Noeline Bangel

Kay Walker (Visit)
J51: Nicholas

J52: Jonah

ADVENT REFLECTION
CHRIST CAME, CHRIST COMES, CHRIST
WILL COME AGAIN. So, stay awake.
The coming of Christ is not just a historical
event, not just a theological concept either, it is
also a spiritual experience. Jesus came; people
saw him, walked with him and ate with him. The
season of Advent is more than the preparation to
celebrate a historical event. Yes, we prepare to
celebrate his first coming (incarnation), but there
is much more. We also prepare for his second
coming, when he comes to judge the living and
the dead. Just think of the impact of his first
coming 2025 years ago, everything changed.
Now, imagine the impact of his second coming,
surely things will never be the same.

There is however a Christ’'s coming which
happens to each of us in between the first and
second coming. Unfortunately, we overlook,
downplay and even miss this very important ‘in
between’ coming. “I shall not leave you orphans;
| shall come to you”. “And look, | am with you
always; yes, to the end of time” said Jesus in
John 14:18 and in Matt. 28: 20 respectively. He
comes to us every day, in our life, at home, at
work, in relationships, in his Word, in prayer and
in sacraments. Just like in his first and the
second coming if we encounter him in our
everyday life and in sacraments we will be
transformed. But we need to prepare ourselves
for it, else we miss him.

Friends, as we begin the Advent season let us
reflect deeply in our hearts that Jesus Christ
came, he comes to us every day and will come
at the end of time. This is God's promise. The
readings for the next four weeks of Advent will
highlight these three comings. ‘So stay awake,
because you do not know the day when your
master is coming’, screams this Sunday’s
Gospel reading.

Women’s Refuge Christmas Appeal:

\/ We have had a request from the
>"#  Women'’s refuge at Katoomba to
MWL provide gifts for children fleeing
domestic violence, who will be residing there
over Christmas. Gift tags are available at the
back of the church with age and gender as a gift
guide. Please take a tag and then attach it to
your gift. All gifts may be left at the back of the
church over the next two weekends. Thank you.

Vinnies Christmas Appeal: This weekend is
the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. If you would like
to give to this appeal, please do so by placing
your donation into the Vinnies Poor Box. Thank
you for your kindness and generosity this
Christmas.




Parish Information

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)

Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku
Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi

Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton
Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey

Our Lady of the Way principal:
Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200)
Penola Catholic college principal:

Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100)
CathWest Innovation College principal:
Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500)

St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre:
For assistance call 1800 606 724.

Weekend Mass times:
Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 8am, 9:30am
Filipino Mass-3 Sunday of the month:12pm

Weekday Masses:
Tuesday 6pm;
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am.

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am
Thursday before Mass. Benediction last
Thursday of the month.

First Fridays of the month — healing Mass.

Reconciliation: Saturday S5pm.

Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by
appointment. Please contact the parish office
(emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information
on reconciliation, communion and confirmation.

Diocese of Parramatta Notices:

Positions Vacant: Catholic Chaplain — Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal — supporting Catholic Care Grief and Loss Counselling
Christmas is drawing near, and with it the promise that God is with us. For many in Western Sydney and
nok

the Blue Mountains, that promise is needed right now. Many individuals and families
are carrying grief, stress and uncertainty — wrestling with the rising cost-of-living,

unstable work and the heartbreak of losing a loved one. Your generosity is the way to
open the doors of hope for the broken-hearted ensuring that no one in our community
grieves alone. Please give generously at parracatholic.org/appeal, scan the QR code,

or envelopes are available at the rear of the church. Thank you.

Mt Schoenstatt Advent and Christmas Carols: 13 December Come and prepare your hearts for the
coming of Christ at the Advent and Christmas Carols at Mt Schonestatt Family Hall, 230 Fairlight Road
Mulgoa on Saturday 13 December from 7pm. All children are encouraged to arrive by 6.45pm dressed as
angels or shepherds. Contact Sr. M. Rita for more details: 0493 026 628 srrita@schoenstatt.org.au

Donate to Jesuit Refugee Services this Christmas! As Christmas approaches, Jesuit Refugee
Services is calling upon the community to support their work accompanying and serving people seeking
asylum who are facing homelessness. Parishes and communities are invited to contribute to JRS’ Advent
Food Drive, collecting pantry staples to stock their Foodbank, purchasing supermarket gift cards for
groceries over the holiday period or donate to their Christmas Appeal. For more information about how
you can help, please contact Kristen on (02) 9356 3888 or email kristen.lazarus@jrs.org.au.

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts are Christmas Cards with purpose!

Every card you buy helps build brighter futures for children, women and men experiencing hardship and
poverty. By putting your compassion into action and shopping for the Global Gifts of your choice you will
bring hope and joy to the world’s most vulnerable and communities, while giving your loved ones a
meaningful Christmas card. View the range of Global Gifts: www.globalgifts.org.au

Feast days of the week:

Dec 1st — St. Edmund Campion

Dec 2nd — St Bibiana, Virgin and Martyr
Dec 3rd — St. Francis Xavier

Dec 4th — St. John Damascene, Doctor
Dec 5th — BI. Philip Rinaldi

Dec 6th — St. Nicholas, Bishop

Parish bank details:

If you would like to support our priest and
church financially through online banking:
Name: Emu Plains Catholic church

BSB: 067 950

Account Number: 00000289
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