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Sunday, 9th November, 2025  The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  
 

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass. 

Entrance Antiphon  Cf Revelation 21:2 

I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 
 

First Reading Ezekiel 47:1-2. 8-9. 12 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

I see water flowing from the temple and all who were 
touched by it were saved. 

The angel brought me to the entrance of 
the Temple, where a stream came out 
from under the Temple threshold and 
flowed eastwards, since the Temple 
faced east. The water flowed from under 
the right side of the Temple, south of the 
altar. He took me out by the north gate 
and led me right round outside as far as 
the outer east gate where the water 
flowed out on the right-hand side. The 
man went to the east holding his 
measuring line and measured off a 
thousand cubits; he then made me wade 
across the stream; the water reached my 
ankles. He measured off another 
thousand and made me wade across the 
stream again; the water reached my 
knees. He measured off another 
thousand and made me wade across 
again; the water reached my waist. He 
measured off another thousand; it was 
now a river which I could not cross; the 
stream had swollen and was now deep 
water, a river impossible to cross. He 
then said, ‘Do you see, son of man?’ He 
took me further, then brought me back to 
the bank of the river. When I got back,  

 

there were many trees on each bank 
of the river. He said, ‘This water flows 
east down to the Arabah and to the 
sea; and flowing into the sea it makes 
its waters wholesome. Wherever the 
river flows, all living creatures teeming 
in it will live. Fish will be very plentiful, 
for wherever the water goes it brings 
health, and life teems wherever the 
river flows. Along the river, on either 
bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree 
with leaves that never wither and fruit 
that never fails; they will bear new fruit 
every month, because this water 
comes from the sanctuary. And their 
fruit will be good to eat and the leaves 
medicinal.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 45:2-3. 5-6. 8-9. R. v.5 

(R.) The waters of the river gladden 
the city of God. 

1. God is for us a refuge and strength, 
a helper close at hand, in time of distress: 
so we shall not fear though the earth 
should rock, though the mountains fall into 
the depths of the sea. (R.) 
 

2. The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within, it cannot be shaken;  
God will help it at the dawning of the 
day. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord of hosts is with us:  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come, consider the works of the Lord, 
the redoubtable deeds he has done on the 
earth. (R.) 
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Second Reading   1 Corinthians 3:9-11. 16-17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 

You are the temple of God. 

You are God’s building. By the grace God 
gave me, I succeeded as an architect 
and laid the foundations, on which 
someone else is doing the building. 
Everyone doing the building must work 
carefully. For the foundation, nobody can 
lay any other than the one which has 
already been laid, that is Jesus Christ. 

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s 
temple and that the Spirit of God was 
living among you? If anybody should 
destroy the temple of God, God will 
destroy him, because the temple of God 
is sacred; and you are that temple. 

 

Gospel Acclamation.  2 Chronicles 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I have chosen and sanctified this house, 
says the Lord, that my name may remain 
in it for all time. 
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel. John 2:13-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

He spoke about the temple of his own body. 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple 
he found people selling cattle and sheep  

 

and pigeons, and the money changers 
sitting at their counters there. Making a 
whip out of some cord, he drove them 
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep 
as well, scattered the money changers’ 
coins, knocked their tables over and 
said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this 
out of here and stop turning my 
Father’s house into a market’. Then his 
disciples remembered the words of 
scripture: Zeal for your house will 
devour me. The Jews intervened and 
said, ‘What sign can you show us to 
justify what you have done?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and 
in three days I will raise it up’. The 
Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six 
years to build this sanctuary: are you 
going to raise it up in three days?’ But 
he was speaking of the sanctuary that 
was his body, and when Jesus rose 
from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and 
they believed the scripture and the 
words he had said. 
 

Communion Antiphon  Cf 1 Pet 2:5 

Be built up like living stones, 
into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the 
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 

 

Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased James Dempster and John 

Farragher, for those whose death anniversaries are at this time, and for 
those in our Book of Remembrance. We pray that their families find comfort 
in the fact that they are safely in the arms of their loving Lord. We also pray 
for all our brothers and sisters in our community who are unwell, especially, 
Phyllis Goderie, Chris Hall, Ray Dukes , Danko Caran, Sean Murray, 
Franco Di Napoli  Laurie Doohan, Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, Bradley 
Gardam, Cecilia Fanning, Kathleen Bell, Michelle Hadden, Cohen Hadden, 
Peter Joseph Apap, Jo Von Schomburg, Sr Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, 
Bob Scott,  Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan, Desley Mulock, Pauline 
Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, 
Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you know someone who needs prayers, please 
contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them to our prayer list. 
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Parish Notices: 

VOLUNTEERS: PLEASE NOTE THAT PARISH 
EMAIL ADDRESS IS emuplains@parracatholic.org 

Children’s liturgy: Sunday, 23rd Nov, 9.30am Mass  
 
Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us after the 8am 
Mass next Sunday, 16th November. All welcome! 

Wrap with love knitters group meets on Thursdays 
from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. For more 
information, please contact Judy Prendergast 
(0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 665 844).  
 

Playgroup: Playgroup meets every second Tuesday 
(during school term) at 10am in the parish hall.  
Next playgroup: 11th November. 
 
Upper Primary Youth Group: The next youth group 
will be Friday 14 November from 7-8pm.  
Are you in year 4,5,6 or 7 at school, and looking for a 
fun way to spend your Friday night? Come to youth 
group!!! There will be games, food, friends and time to 
learn all about the Saints in a creative and fun way. 
Starts at 7pm in the hall. Bring your friends. Contact 
the parish office for more information. 
 

Catholic Care Emergency Food Drive.   Our 
monthly food drive will take place next weekend 
15/16 November. Catholic Care have advised that 
they have plenty of pasta but do need cereals, pasta 
sauces, toothpastes, canned vegies, long life milks, 
biscuits and tuna/canned meats if possible. Please 
note Catholic Care are unable to accept goods 
that have passed the ‘use by’ date. 
Thank you for your very generous response  
 

Life Ascending Meeting: Our last meeting of the 
year will be at 10 am 19th November at the home of 
Kay Walker, 197 River Rd, Leonay, followed by 
Christmas lunch at the Rowers Club, Penrith. New 
members are welcome! Life Ascending is a group for 
spiritual enrichment and friendship for the over 50 age 
group. For more information contact Noelene Bangle 
on 0247337481, or see the Parish Booklet available 
at the rear of the church. 

Readers/ Commentators roster: 
 

 

 
 

Sacramental News: Please join me in praying 
for the four primary school children and their 
families who are preparing to be baptised on 
15th November here at OLOW. 

 
Advent as Memory, Happening and Hope: 
Join us on Saturday 29 November from 
2:00PM to 5:00PM to prepare for Advent and 
the Christmas Season. 
We will explore the meaning of Advent and 
deepen our faith and understanding by reflecting 
on the themes of: 
Stay Awake 
Prepare the Way of 
the Lord 
Doubt & Rediscovery 
God is with us 
Light refreshments 
will be provided. 
Please contact the Parish Office 4735 1041 or 
emuplains@parracatholic.org to register by 
Tuesday 25 November 2025.  
 
November Masses: In November we remember 
the Faithful Departed – those who have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith. We have 
the Book of Remembrance at the front of the 
church. You are welcome to clearly write the 
names of your departed family and friends on a 
Mass Intention envelope and place it in the 
purple box at the November Mass table, in the 
collection basket or it can be brought to the 
Parish Office. Names will be added to the Book 
of Remembrance on a weekly basis.  
During November, the priest will say Mass daily 
for people in the Book of Remembrance. 
November Masses, requested from family and 
friends, are an offering for the faithful departed. 
You’re free to offer any amount, but the 
suggested amount is $20. 

2026 Columban Calendars will be available to 
purchase this weekend for $10 each. Cash and  
eftpos available. 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Cards are 
available for sale at the rear of the church. Each 
pack costs $10.This is a great way to support St 
Vincent de Paul as well as spreading Christmas 
cheer with family and friends. Cash and eftpos 
available. 
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Parish Information 
 

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from 
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)  
Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku 
Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi 
Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton 
Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey 
 

Our Lady of the Way principal:  
    Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) 
Penola Catholic college principal:  
   Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100) 
CathWest Innovation College principal: 
   Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) 
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: 
For assistance call 1800 606 724. 

Weekend Mass times: 
Saturday 6 pm,  Sunday 8am, 9:30am 
Filipino Mass-3rd Sunday of the month:12pm 
 

Weekday Masses:  
Tuesday 6pm;   
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am. 
 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am 
Thursday before Mass. Benediction last 
Thursday of the month. 
First Fridays of the month – healing Mass. 
 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5pm. 
 

Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by 
appointment. Please contact the parish office 
(emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information 
on reconciliation, communion and confirmation. 

 
 

 
 

   

Reflection for Remembrance Day 
There is a story of a Welsh choir’s friendly rivalry with a German choir from a similar mining background. 
The friendship fell away, as so much did during WW2. Afterwards when the world had time for such 
things as choral competitions again, things were different. Many of the miners had been exempt from 
active service because coal was essential to the war effort, so most of them survived the war. However, 
they found it difficult to relate to each other after all that had passed between their countries. Then 
someone pointed to the words on the trophy they were competing for “Speak with me and you are my 
friend. Sing with me and you are my brother” So they sang!  
 
Oh, that all conflicts should be settled in such a peaceful way. On Remembrance Day, we recall those 
who did not return to receive the welcome and gratitude of their nation; those men and women who still 
sleep where they fell. Lest we forget the sacrifice they made – they gave up their tomorrow so we may 
have today. We think of them all and pray for them and their loved ones not only at this time of the year 
but always and forever.  
 
We are not short of war memorials in this country, which is a sad yet beautiful thing. Yet perhaps one of 
the most poignant memorials could be classed as graffiti. It is found on a pillar at Winchester Cathedral – 
it says “Albert Gannon 1944” and a shield is scratched around it. For me, Albert symbolises those who 
never made it home, were never mentioned on any memorial, but were loved all the same. We will 
remember them! 

 
Diocese of Parramatta Notices:  
   

Positions Vacant:  Catholic Chaplain – Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains 
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 

 
Blue Mountains Deanery Christ the King Eucharistic Procession: 23 November – procession 
update The Blue Mountains Deanery will be commemorating the Solemnity of Christ the King with a 
Eucharistic Procession on Sunday 23 November in Springwood. The procession will start at 9.30am at 
from the sports field within St Thomas Aquinas Primary School and go to St Thomas Aquinas Parish, 
where Mass will be celebrated at 10am. Morning tea will follow Mass. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Feast days of the week: 
                 

                      

Nov 10th  – St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor 
Nov 11th – St. Martin of Tours, Bishop 
Nov 12th  – St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 
Nov 13th – St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
Nov 14th – St. Lawrence O’Toole 
Nov 15th – St. Albert the Great 
 

Parish bank details: 
 

If you would like to support our priest and 
church financially through online banking: 
Name: Emu Plains Catholic church 
BSB: 067 950  
Account Number: 00000289 
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