
 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, 24th December 2025   CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL 

 

Welcome to the celebration of the mass. 

Christmas Eve readings: 
 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 16:6-7 

Today you will know that the Lord will come, and 
he will save us, and in the morning you will see his 
glory. 
 

First Reading  Is 62:1-5 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord takes delight in you. 

About Zion I will not be silent, 
about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, 
until her integrity shines out like the 
dawn and her salvation flames like a 
torch. The nations then will see your 
integrity, all the kings your glory, 
and you will be called by a new name, 
one which the mouth of the Lord will 
confer. You are to be a crown of 
splendour in the hand of the Lord, 
a princely diadem in the hand of your 
God; no longer are you to be named 
‘Forsaken’, nor your land ‘Abandoned’, 
but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ 
and your land ‘The Wedded’; for the 
Lord takes delight in you and your land 
will have its wedding. Like a young man 
marrying a virgin, so will the one who 
built you wed you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices in his bride, so will 
your God rejoice in you. 
 

Responsorial Psalm.    
Ps 88:4-5. 16-17. 27. 29 R. see v.2 

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness 
of the Lord. 

1. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
I will establish your dynasty for ever 
and set up your throne through all ages.’ (R.) 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king, 
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice the source of their 
bliss. (R.) 

3. ‘He will say to me: “You are my father, 
my God, the rock who saves me.” 
I will keep my love for him always; 
for him my covenant shall endure.’ (R.) 
 

Second Reading   Acts 13:16-17. 22-25 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Paul spoke of Christ, the son of David. 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he 
stood up in the synagogue, held up a hand 
for silence and began to speak: ‘Men 
of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The 
God of our nation Israel chose our 
ancestors, and made our people great 
when they were living as foreigners in 
Egypt; then by divine power he led them 
out. ‘Then he made David their king, of 
whom he approved in these words, “I have 
selected David son of Jesse, a man after 
my own heart, who will carry out my whole 
purpose”. To keep his promise, God has 
raised up for Israel one of David’s 
descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose 
coming was heralded by John when he 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance for 
the whole people of Israel. Before John 
ended his career he said, “I am not the 
one you imagine me to be; that one is 
coming after me and I am not fit to undo 
his sandal”.’ 
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Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth 
will be destroyed: the Saviour of the 
world will be our King. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel   Matthew 1:18-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew   Mary will give birth to a son and you will 

name him Jesus. 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be 
born. His mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph; but before they came to live 
together she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a man of 
honour and wanting to spare her 
publicity, decided to divorce her 
informally. He had made up his mind to 
do this when the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary home as your wife, 
because she has conceived what is in 
her by the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son and you must name him 
Jesus, because he is the one who is to 
save his people from their sins.’ Now 
all this took place to fulfil the words 
spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 

 

 

The Virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and they will call 
him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 
When Joseph woke up he did what the 
angel of the Lord told him to do: he took 
his wife to his home and, though he had 
not had intercourse with her, she gave 
birth to a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Communion Antiphon.  Cf Isaiah 40:5 

The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all 
flesh will see the salvation of our God. 
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 Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased Jo Von Schomburg (funeral to be 

held on 7 Jan, 11am), and for Victor Tuballa Snr whose death anniversary occurs 
at this time. We pray that their families find comfort in the fact that they are safely in 
the arms of their loving Lord. We also pray for all our brothers and sisters in our 
community who are unwell, especially, Karen Allen, Ray Dukes , Danko Caran, 
Sean Murray, Franco Di Napoli  Laurie Doohan, Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, 
Bradley Gardam, Cecilia Fanning, Kathleen Bell, Michelle Hadden, Cohen Hadden, 
Peter Joseph Apap, Sr Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob Scott,  Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan, 
Desley Mulock, Pauline Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette 
Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you know someone who 
needs prayers, please contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them to our prayer list.   

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw001


 PARISH CHRISTMAS WALL HANGING: 
 

Our Christmas wall hanging was created in 
December 1986 by parishioners Margaret Merrick, 
Carol Burke and Lorraine Stratton. It was hung up in 
time for the last school mass of that year. 
Margaret designed the banner and it is made of 
taffeta fabric. All three ladies cut out the fabric and 
Carol joined all the pieces together on her sewing 
machine, which took many hours. Lorraine 
incorporated some patchwork and applique 
techniques to give the banner a three-dimensional 
appearance. The banner took six weeks to complete 
and was featured in the Penrith Press at the time. 
  

Parish Notices: 
 

 

Wrap with love knitters group meets on 
Thursdays from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. 
This group will resume on 15 Jan, 2026. For 
more information, please contact Judy 
Prendergast (0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 
665 844) 

Playgroup: Playgroup resumes in February 
2026. 
 

Cuppa and a Chat: 1st Sat after 6pm Mass, 2nd & 
4th Sunday after the 9.30am Mass and 3rd Sunday 
after the 8.00am Mass. Please note that 
hospitality will resume in February, 2026.  

Children’s Liturgy resumes in February 2026 

Upper Primary Youth Group (Yrs 4-7) resumes 
in February 2026. Date to be advised. 

Communion for the Sick If you, a family 
member or anyone you know is sick or is no 
longer able to attend Mass and would like 
communion in the home, please call the office on 
4735 1041. We will arrange for one of our 
ministers of Communion to make a home visit 
after Mass on Sunday. 

Readers/ Commentators roster: 
 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASS & PARISH OFFICE CHANGES 
 
Fri 26 Dec- 9am Mass 
Tues 30 Dec- NO MASS 
Wed 31 Dec- NO MASS 
Thurs 1 Jan- 9am Mass 
Fri 2 Jan- NO MASS 

 
From 6 Jan to 13 Feb: 
No Tuesday 6pm Mass 
Wednesday 9am Communion Service 
Thursday & Friday 9am Mass 
 
Parish Office Closure: The Parish Office will be 
closed at 3pm on 24th December and will reopen on 
6th January with reduced hours. Regular office hours 
will resume on 13th January 2026. 
 
 
Sacramental news: Reconciliation 2026  
Children who will be in Yr 4 in 2026, are invited to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 
preparation program will begin on 11th Feb 2026 and 
the dates of the program can be found at the rear of 
the church. If you would like your child to receive this 
sacrament or have any questions, please contact 
the parish office on 4735 1041, or email 
emuplains@parracatholic.org  .  

Epiphany Pilgrimage:  
In preparation for the pilgrimage, you are invited to 
write any prayer requests on the cards provided 
and place them in the Epiphany Pilgrimage 
prayer box to be prayed each day by the pilgrims. 
Visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org 

2026 Columban Calendars: We have two 
calendars still available to purchase for $10 each. 
Perhaps a last minute Christmas gift? Envelopes are 
available next to the calendars and can be handed 
to one of our church wardens.   
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Parish Information 
Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from 
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041) (Please see 
changes, p.3) 
Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku 
Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi 
Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton 
Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey 
Our Lady of the Way principal:  
    Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) 
Penola Catholic college principal:  
   Jim Fanning (ph: 4728 8100) 
CathWest Innovation College principal: 
   Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) 
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: 
For assistance call 1800 606 724. 

Weekend Mass times:  
Saturday 6 pm,  Sunday 8am, 9:30am 
Filipino Mass, 3rd Sunday of the month: 1pm 
Weekday Masses: (Please see changes, p.3) 
Tuesday 6pm;   
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am. 
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am 
Thursday before Mass. Benediction last 
Thursday of the month. 
First Fridays of the month – healing Mass. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 5pm. 
Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by 
appointment. Please contact the parish office 
(emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information 
on reconciliation, communion and 
confirmation. 
 

Father Michael’s Christmas message: “Do not be afraid”                                                               
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As we gather once again around the mystery of Christmas, I find myself returning to the angel’s first 
words to the shepherds: “Do not be afraid.” These words echo across centuries, and they speak just as 
powerfully into our world today as they did on that holy night in Bethlehem. 
 

This past year has brought moments of joy and moments of challenge—both within our parish and 
across the wider world. We have celebrated baptisms, weddings, and the quiet, everyday acts of love 
that make our community strong. We have also walked together through uncertainty and challenges, 
global tensions, economic pressures, and the personal struggles many of our families carry silently. The 
latest being the Bondi terrorist attack. Yet through it all, God has remained faithful. 

Christmas reminds us that God enters our world not in power or fear, but in vulnerability and hope. The 
Christ Child comes to us during our worries and whispers again: “Do not be afraid—I am with you.” 
This is the heart of our faith. This is the gift we receive and the gift we are called to share. 

As we look ahead to the coming year, I want to express my deep gratitude for the generosity and 
commitment that sustain our parish. Your presence, service, and prayer make this community a place 
where Christ’s light truly shines. 

I also want to share a practical need that has become increasingly important. Many of you have 
expressed concern about the heat during our summer liturgies and cold during winter, especially for our 
elderly parishioners, young families, and those with health sensitivities. After careful consideration, 
consultation, and review, we believe that installing air-conditioning in the church would significantly 
improve comfort, participation, and hospitality—especially during major celebrations.                                
If you are able, I invite you to consider supporting this project which we will launch next year. Your 
support and contribution, large or small, will help us create a more welcoming and prayerful environment 
for all who enter our doors. Together, we can make this a reality. 

My prayer for each of you this Christmas is simple: May the peace of Christ calm your fears. May His 
light guide your steps. May His love fill your homes and hearts with hope.                                                        
On behalf of our parish team, I wish you and your loved ones a blessed, joyful, and grace-filled 
Christmas. Do not be afraid—Christ is born for us.                                                                                  
With gratitude and prayer,     Yours Fr. Michael G Gathuku, Parish Priest 
 

Saints of the week: 
                 

26th Dec – St Stephen, first martyr 

27th Dec – St John, Apostle and Evangelist 
28th Dec – The Holy Innocents 
29th Dec – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
30th Dec – St. John Alcober 
31st Dec – St Sylvester I, Pope.     

Parish bank details: 
If you would like to support our priest and 
church financially through online banking: 
Name: Emu Plains Catholic church 
BSB: 067 950       Account Number: 00000289 
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