OUR LADY OF THE WAY PARISH, EMU PLAINS

19 Troy St, Emu Plains

Phone: 4735 1041

Email: emuplains@parracatholic.org

Web: https://catholicparishemuplains.org.au/

What does the Lord require of
you but to act justly, to love
tenderly, and to walk humbly
with vour God.” Micah 6:8

Sunday, 14th December, 2025 Third Sunday of Advent. Year A

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass.

Entrance Antiphon rhiippians 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

First Reading isaian 35:1-6. 10
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands
exult, let the wasteland rejoice and
bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the
jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,

the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer and
the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall
return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;

joy and gladness will go with them

and sorrow and lament be ended.

Responsorial Psalm ps 1456-10. R see Is 35:4
(R.) Lord, come and save us.

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)

2. ltis the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.)

3. Itis the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,

Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading James 5:7-10
A reading from the letter of St James

You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the
Lord’s coming will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s
coming. Think of a farmer: how
patiently he waits for the precious fruit
of the ground until it has had the
autumn rains and the spring rains! You
too have to be patient; do not lose
heart, because the Lord’s coming will
be soon. Do not make complaints
against one another, brothers, so as
not to be brought to judgement
yourselves; the Judge is already to be
seen waiting at the gates. For your
example, brothers, in submitting with
patience, take the prophets who spoke
in the name of the Lord.
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Gospel Acclamation. isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent
me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

Gospel. watthew 11:2-11
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for
someone else?

John in his prison had heard what Christ
was doing and he sent his disciples to
ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or have we got to wait for
someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go
back and tell John what you hear and
see; the blind see again, and the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised to life and
the Good News is proclaimed to the poor;
and happy is the man who does not lose
faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus
began to talk to the people about John:
‘What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed swaying in the breeze?
No? Then what did you go out to see? A
man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those
who wear fine clothes are to be found in
palaces.

Then what did you go out for? To see
a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and much
more than a prophet: he is the one of
whom scripture says: Look, | am going
to send my messenger before you; he
will prepare your way before you. | tell
you solemnly, of all the children born
of women, a greater than John the
Baptist has never been seen; yet the
least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he is.’

Communion Antiphon cfisaiah 354

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not
fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will
save us.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966,
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.

On the 3nd Sunday of Advent, the
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Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased Grace Batcheldor and Bernadette

Beasley, and for Stephen Walker, Patrick Hughes, Alexandra Haddad and Michael
Joseph Flanagan, whose death anniversaries are at this time. We pray that their
families find comfort in the fact that they are safely in the arms of their loving Lord.
We also pray for all our brothers and sisters in our community who are unwell,
especially, Karen Allen, Ray Dukes , Danko Caran, Sean Murray, Franco Di
Napoli Laurie Doohan, Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, Bradley Gardam, Cecilia

Fanning, Kathleen Bell, Michelle Hadden, Cohen Hadden, Peter Joseph Apap, Jo

Von Schomburg, Sr Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob Scott, Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan,
Desley Mulock, Pauline Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette
Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you know someone who
needs prayers, please contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them to our prayer list.
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Parish Notices:

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve: 6pm Children’s Mass
8pm Family Mass

Christmas Day: 9.30am

Reconciliation:

Friday 19" Dec: 9.30-10.30am
Saturday 20" Dec: 4.30-5.45pm
Tuesday 23 Dec: 9-10am
Wednesday 24" Dec: 9.30-10.30am

Christmas Eve Mass: Children are welcome to
come dressed as an angel or shepherd to the 6pm
Christmas Vigil Mass.

Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us for light
refreshments after the 8am Mass on Sunday 21
December. All welcome!

Wrap with love knitters group meets on Thursdays
from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. This group will
resume on 15 Jan 2026. For more information,
please contact Judy Prendergast (0407101254) or
Julia Hayes (0452 665 844).

Choir rehearsals for the 6pm Christmas Vigil
Mass will be on Tuesdays at 7.30pm in the church.

All gifts for the Katoomba Women’s
Refuge drive may be left at the back of
the church this weekend. They will be
collected early on Monday 15™
December for distribution in Katoomba. Once again,
many thanks for your most generous donations.
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Angel Christmas Tree - Helping our Children
Grow in Faith: We need your help to give scripture
students at our public schools the workbooks they
need for their spiritual journey. With your support, we
can help guide them and share important lessons
from the scriptures. For just $5, you can buy an
angel. Write your prayer intention on the note, put it in
the box, and hang your angel on the tree. All prayers
will be brought to the altar with the offertory. Every bit
of support counts. Mary and the Catechist Team.

Readers/ Commentators roster:

Dates: 8.00am 9.30am

6.00pm

C: Denise Robens

R: Marianne Castor
Deacon Batsirai

Lara Roser

Rebecca Carberry (Visit)
15 1: Jacob

1S 2: Elizabeth

C: Joanne Hamilton

C: Geraldine Waters
R: Mariia Sirotti
Mark Norbury

Pat Edwards

15: Evie

C: Phillip Youngman
R: Trish Ryan
Stevenie Harman
Anne Deutscher

15 1: Josie

15 2: Felicity

December 13/14
ADVENT 3

C: Gabe Manouk
R: Paul Ryan
Deacon Batsirai
Michael Blair

JS: N/A

C: Mary Balam
R: Debra Gleeson
Stevenie Harman
Michael Manton
15 1: Ottavia

15 2: Rocco

R: Lisa Samojlowicz
John Cowen

David Green

Kay Walker (Visit)

December 20/21
ADVENT 4

15 1: Nicholas
JS 2: Hugo

ADVENT REFLECTION — Third Sunday of
Advent

"God is good all the time. All the time, God is
good”.

A very simple and popular chant but full of
meaning. It highlights the unchanging nature of
God and the unshakable faith in God from those
chanting it. A combination of these two, is
everlasting joy. A joy that seizes to depend on
the things of this world but on the goodness of
God. A joy where the things of this world are
only there to enhance the truth, the goodness
and the beauty of God.

This familiar chant ties well with the readings of
this Sunday. Also known as Gaudete or Rejoice
Sunday, we are reminded to rejoice in the Lord
always, something that is easier said than done.
Sometimes life can be very testing, challenges
can wear us down and bring doubts to our faith.
In the Gospel reading Jesus reminds John that
the goodness of God lasts forever, that “God is
good all the time". John was now in prison
facing execution from Herod, that energy of his,
that enthusiasm in the desert, preaching and
baptising multitudes seems to have deserted
him. It was replaced with doubt. ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or have we got to wait for
someone else?’, he asked. "Happy is the man
who does not lose faith in me," Jesus to told
him.

What is it that is troubling us? What is it that is
bringing doubt to our faith? As we prepare and
wait for the coming of Jesus, let us listen to the
words of Isaiah in the First Reading, “Rejoice
and sing for joy, look, your God is coming”
God’s love for us never changes. Even in those
challenging moments, in sickness or when we
feel lonely. The entrance antiphon sums it up,
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near”.

May the joy of the coming Lord Jesus Christ fill
our hearts. Always remember, "God is good all
the time. All the time, God is good”.

Epiphany Pilgrimage: This year the pilgrimage
will take place with a more informal structure. In
preparation for the pilgrimage, you are invited to
write any prayer requests on the cards provided
and place them in the Epiphany Pilgrimage
prayer box to be prayed each day by the
pilgrims.

Catholic Care Emergency Food Drive will
take place THIS weekend, 13/14 December.
Along with the usual grocery items, please
consider purchasing some small Christmas
treats (e.g. small Christmas pudding, tinned
ham, mince tarts, etc.) for those who live alone.
Thank you for your generous response.




Parish Information Weekend Mass times:
Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 8am, 9:30am
Filipino Mass-3™ Sunday of the month:12pm

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)

Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku Weekday Masses:

Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi Tuesday 6pm;

Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am.

Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am

Our Lady of the Way principal: Thursday before Mass. Benediction last
Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) Thursday of the month.

Penola Catholic college principal: First Fridays of the month — healing Mass.

Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100)

R iliation: Saturday 5pm.
CathWest Innovation College principal: econcriiation: waiurday opm

Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: appointment. Please contact the parish office
For assistance call 1800 606 724 ' (emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information

on reconciliation, communion and confirmation.

A Thank You Message from Catholic Care

To our dear friends at Our Lady of the Way,

Our heatrtfelt thanks for the generosity and abundance of your donations for clients of the Springwood
Drop-In Centre. An overwhelming and abundant offering indeed!

Week in and week out we welcome a steadily increasing number of people to the centre, seeking food
and personal care items, a cuppa and chat and a friendly smile.

Your donations go a long way to supporting us in walking with many doing it tough in our community.

Wishing all the parishioners and their family and friends a joyous and peaceful Christmas and a happy
New Year.

Diocese of Parramatta Notices:

Positions Vacant: Catholic Chaplain — Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the
Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta from 5-11
January. For one week, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive with celebrations that recognise the
faith, gifts and resilience of migrant communities who have enriched our parishes, schools and
communities. Bring your friends and family to experience the Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage at a
parish near you. Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross.

Liturgical Ministry Formation Course returns for 2026 The Liturgical Ministry Formation Course will
be returning in February 2026. The course in Penrith begins on 19 February. Enrolment forms are
available from the Parish Office and need to be signed by Fr Michael. Please

visit parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course for more information about this course.

Feast days of the week: Parish bank details:

Dec 15th — St. Virginia Centurione-Bracelli If vou would like to support our priest and
Dec 16th — St Adelaide y PP p

Dec 18th — St. Peter Trust . u u

Dec 19th — St. Darius BSB: 067 950 .
Dec 20th — St. Dominic of Silos Account Number: 00000289



mailto:emuplains@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66cd269cd75f8a655b1751607&id=d19dff91c0&e=ec98dfde9f
http://parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross
http://parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course

