OUR LADY OF THE WAY PARISH, EMU PLAINS

19 Troy St, Emu Plains

Phone: 4735 1041

Email: emuplains@parracatholic.org

Web: https://catholicparishemuplains.org.au/

What does the Lord require of
you but to act justly, to love
tenderly, and to walk humbly
with vour God.” Micah 6:8

Sunday, 21st December, 2025 Fourth Sunday of Advent. Year A

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass.

Entrance Antiphon crisaian 453

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

First Reading isaiah 7:10-14
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The virgin will conceive.

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask
the Lord your God for a sign for yourself
coming either from the depths of Sheol or
from the heights above.’

‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the
Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the
patience of men without trying the
patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore, will give
you a sign. It is this: the maiden is with
child and will soon give birth to a son
whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’

Responsorial Psalm ps23:1-6. R see w 7. 10

(R.) Let the Lord enter;
he is king of glory.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. (R.)

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. (R.)

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.)

Second Readinq Romans 1:1-7
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of
God.

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus
who has been called to be an apostle,
and specially chosen to preach the
Good News that God promised long
ago through his prophets in the
scriptures. This news is about the Son
of God, who, according to the human
nature he took, was a descendant of
David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord
who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit
of holiness that was in him, was
proclaimed Son of God in all his power
through his resurrection from the dead.
Through him we received grace and
our apostolic mission to preach the
obedience of faith to all pagan nations
in honour of his name. You are one of
these nations, and by his call belong to
Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are
God'’s beloved in Rome, called to be
saints, may God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ send grace and
peace.
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When Joseph woke up he did what the
angel of the Lord had told him to do:
he took his wife to his home.

Gospel Acclamation. watihew 1:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
A virgin will give birth to a son;

his name will be Emmanuel: Communion Antiphon isaian 7:14
God is with us. Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a
Alleluia! Son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.
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Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son | ™ e
of David.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be
born. His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph; but before they came to live
together she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a man of honour
and wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her informally. He had
made up his mind to do this when the Catholic Care and Katoomba Women’s
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a Refuge: Many, many thanks to all our
dream and said ‘Joseph son of David. do parishioners who donated so generously to our

. ’ ’ appeal for Catholic Care and the Katoomba
not be afraid to take Mary hor_ne as your | women’s Refuge last weekend. The workers at
wife, because she has conceived what is | both organisations were overwhelmed with the
in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give gmoult and quality of the fOOdba”d gifas-

: : ver the past year your contributions have meant
birth to a son and yqu must name hlm that we have delivered nearly 500 bags of
Jesus, because he is the one who is to groceries and toiletries to those in need, and they
save his people from their sins.” Now all have been much appreciated. This is our second
this took place to fulfil the words spoken year of assisting the Katoomba Women'’s Refuge.

by the Lord through the prophet: i'Ir']r\i)I/vzge. touched by our willingness to be

The virgin will conceive and give birth to Our grateful thanks to our drivers Krys, Colin,

d th il call him E | Paul and Phil who faithfully deliver the food each
asonan ey will call him Emmanuél, month, to Carol Burke for her support with

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. rostering the drivers and to Grant and lan who
delivered the Christmas gifts.
Thanks and blessings to you all.

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/Ae GuUKOse88/maxresdefault.jpg

Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased Grace Batcheldor, and for Stephen
Walker and Patrick Hughes, whose death anniversaries are at this time. We pray that
their families find comfort in the fact that they are safely in the arms of their loving Lord.
We also pray for all our brothers and sisters in our community who are unwell, especially,
Karen Allen, Ray Dukes , Danko Caran, Sean Murray, Franco Di Napoli Laurie Doohan,
Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, Bradley Gardam, Cecilia Fanning, Kathleen Bell, Michelle
Hadden, Cohen Hadden, Peter Joseph Apap, Jo Von Schomburg, Sr Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob
Scott, Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan, Desley Mulock, Pauline Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman,
Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and
Trish Devoy. If you know someone who needs prayers, please contact the parish office on 4735 1041
and we will add them to our prayer list.
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Parish Notices:

Christmas Mass Times

Reconciliation:
Friday 19" Dec: 9.30-10.30am
Saturday 20" Dec: 4.30-5.45pm
Tuesday 23™ Dec: 9-10am
Wednesday 24" Dec: 9.30-10.30am

Christmas Eve: 6pm Children’s Mass
8pm Family Mass

Christmas Day: 9.30am

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass at 6pm: Children are
welcome to come dressed as an angel or shepherd to
the Christmas Vigil 6pm Mass.

WEEKDAY MASS & PARISH OFFICE CHANGES

Fri 26 Dec- 9am Mass

Tues 30 Dec- NO MASS

Wed 31 Dec- NO MASS
Thurs 1 Jan- 9am Mass
Fri 2 Jan- NO MASS

From 6 Jan to 13 Feb:
No Tuesday 6pm Mass

Wednesday 9am Communion Service

Thursday & Friday 9am Mass

Parish Office Closure: The Parish Office will be

closed at 3pm on 24 Dec and will reopen on 6 Jan,
2026, with reduced hours. Regular office hours will
resume on 13 Jan.

Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us after the 8am

Mass this Sunday 21 Dec. All welcome!

Wrap with love knitters group will resume on 15

Jan 2026. For more information, please contact Judy
Prendergast (0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 665
844). Please see a thank you note on the back page.

Readers/ Commentators roster:

Dates:

6.00pm

8.00am

9.30am

December 20/21
ADVENT 4

C: Louise Goderie
R: Debra Gleeson
Stevenie Harman
Michael Manton
JS 1: Ottavia

5 2: Rocco

C: Gabe Manouk
R: Paul Ryan
Deacon Batsirai
Michael Blair

JS: N/A

C: loanne Hamilton
R: Lisa Samojlowicz
John Cowen

David Green

Kay Walker (Visit)
15 1: Nicholas

J5 2: Hugo

Christmas Eve 6.00pm

Christmas Eve 8.00pm

Christmas Day 9.30am

December 24/25
CHRISTMAS

C: Phillip Youngman
R1: Matthew Hamilton
R2: Isabella

John Cowen

Anne Deutscher
Lara Roser

Beth Nowland

Pat Edwards

JS1: Alex

J52: Felicity

J53: Hugo

J54: Nicholas

C: Bellinda Henderson
R: Mary Balam
Stevenie Harman
Debra Gleeson

J51: Josie

152: Elizabeth

J53: Jacob

C: Trish Boyle

R1: Kevin Balkin

R2: Lisa Samojlowicz
Michael Blair

Denise Robens
Barbara Ryan

JS: Evie

December 27/28
HOLY FAMILY

C: Victor Tuballa
R:Isabella
Stevenie Harman
Beth Nowland
J5 1: Rocco

152: Ottavia

C: Sue Mouthaan
R: Paul Devlin
Mark Norbury
Barbara Ryan

IS: Evie

C: Don Robens

R: Brett Wright
Deacon Batsirai

Lara Roser

Denise Robens (Visit)
51: Elizabeth

152: Jacob

ADVENT REFLECTION —4'" Sunday of Advent
The arrival of God’s promise changes our life
forever.

It is hard to imagine the impact of the arrival of
God’s promise, the arrival of Jesus into the lives
of Mary and Joseph. Let us for a moment put
ourselves into their shoes. Here is a couple
about to begin a new life in marriage. They had
plans of their own and had probably set goals for
themselves. That all changed. Emmanuel, ‘God
is with us’ entered and their lives were never the
same again. “Let the Lord enter; he is king of
glory”, is the response to this Sunday’s
Responsorial Psalm.

Initially, Joseph and Mary were sceptical and
confused, and were probably thinking, ‘what
about our plans?’ “Joseph son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife”, the
angel reassures him. This was the same
message Mary received, “But the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found
favour with God” (Luke 1:30). They both listened
and obeyed God. With that a new life under the
kingship of God begun.

Dear friends, it is not easy to live under the
kingship of Jesus. When Jesus enters our life,
when we allow the promise of God to take root in
our heart, our plans changes and our life
changes. Sometimes God comes to us at a time
we do not expect, sometimes it is difficult to
understand him and sometimes he doesn’t seem
to notice our circumstances. “Do not be afraid”.
All we need to do is to listen and take heed to his
Word. As we enter the final week of preparation
and waiting, let us be ready to surrender
ourselves and our life to Jesus the king of glory.
May the arrival of Emmanuel, ‘God is with
us’, into our lives transform us forever.

Upper Primary Youth Group: Christmas came
early at Our Lady of the Way Youth Group
celebration. What a wonderful night we had
celebrating the story of the birth of Jesus through
games and activities. After some very
enthusiastic and high energy games the kids
were rewarded with pizza and a Christmas Story
short movie. Each child was given a gift to take
home, reminding them of the most important
lesson - that God gave us our most valued gift
on Christmas Day, Jesus, who is our

Saviour. The upper Primary Youth Group will
recommence in Feb 2026 in the Parish Hall.

Epiphany Pilgrimage: In preparation for the
pilgrimage, you are invited to write any prayer
requests on the cards provided and place them
in the Epiphany Pilgrimage prayer box to be
prayed each day by the pilgrims.




Parish Information Weekend Mass times:
Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 8am, 9:30am
Filipino Mass-3" Sunday of the month:12pm

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)

Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku Weekday Masses:

Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi Tuesday 6pm;

Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am.

Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am

Our Lady of the Way principal: Thursday before Mass. Benediction last
Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) Thursday of the month.

Penola Catholic college principal: First Fridays of the month — healing Mass.

Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100)

Reconciliation: Saturday 5pm.
CathWest Innovation College principal: hatl uraay op

Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: appointment. Please contact the parish office
For assistance call 1800 606 724 ' (emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information

on reconciliation, communion and confirmation.

A Thank You Note to our Wrap with love knitters group:

Health
Mapean Blue Mountains
Local Health District

Drmar O Lisschy ol thee Way Prarish,

NSW

e S

OIn be=hall of Mepean Hospital and the Cancer Day Ward team, | would Tk o extend our sroere thanks Tor
your geranous donation of Thinee bags of beautifully knitted blankets

YWaur kindrsss and thoughtiulness will bring wanmih and oo o our palisnts 85ty undorgo e
Thea Blankals il be greatly appreciaied, pariouiaty during the cocler monis, Bnd will serve as o remi ncar
1 o paleris That Thny are carcd for by @ Com passionate COMTETRUm LY.

Wi are desply graiefd Sor your combnued suppoart of Mepean Hospital and far e lime. affor, ard cane That
wemnl inle craaling aach bankel, Your genonosily ruly makes & dffegrenoe in tes Bves of Tnose wa cane for.

With eartfel thanks
T,
e N l;-?\-" P T

Maryanm Cioocone
Dornaton & Furcraismg Manager

Dominican retreat: Single adults, ages 18-35, are invited to join the Dominican Friars and Sisters for a
weekend retreat at St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park, NSW from 13-15 February 2026. The retreat will
consist of talks, discussion, silence, Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Confession, Mass, and time
for fellowship. Places limited. Fee: $300 per person. https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL

Summer School of Evangelisation 2026 January 10-16 at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre,
Varroville. Theme: “Soar” is run by the Disciples of Jesus Community and is a truly
amazing experience to be part of. Come join about 200 young people and be open for a
unique encounter with the Living God. Opportunities for making friends, prayer, Mass, sport,
adoration, reflection, learning and relaxation. Go to the website for more details and to
register www.summerschool.org.au https://vgr.vc/jzI8A4ILA

More info? Call Cos 0410 475 723

Feast days of the week: Parish bank details:

Dec 22nd — St. Demetrius If you would like to support our priest and
Dec 23rd — St John of Kanty y PP P

oo - St Enton e
Dec 25th — CHRISTMAS DAY - the birth of our Lord - EmMu u

Dec 26th — St. Stephen, first martyr BSB: 067 950 _
Dec 27th — St. John, Apostle and evangelist Account Number: 00000289
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