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Sunday, 7th December, 2025  Second Sunday of Advent. Year A   
 

Welcome to the celebration of the Mass. 

Entrance Antiphon  Cf Isaiah 30:19,30 

O people of Sion, behold, 
the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

He judges the poor with justice. 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: on him the 
spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom 
and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his 
breath.) He does not judge by 
appearances, he gives no verdict on 
hearsay, but judges the wretched with 
integrity, and with equity gives a verdict 
for the poor of the land. His word is a rod 
that strikes the ruthless, his sentences 
bring death to the wicked. Integrity is the 
loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the 
belt about his hips. The wolf lives with the 
lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together with a little 
boy to lead them. The cow and the bear 
make friends, their young lie down 
together. The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair the young child puts 
his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on 
all my holy mountain, for the country is 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. That day, the  

 

root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples. It will be sought out by the 
nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. 

cf. v.7 

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s 

bounds. (R.) 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

4. May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 
 

Second Reading   Romans 15:4-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Christ, the hope of all people. 

Everything that was written long ago in 
the scriptures was meant to teach us 
something about hope from the 
examples scripture gives of how 
people who did not give up were 
helped by God. And may he who helps 
us when we refuse to give up, help you  
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all to be tolerant with each other, 
following the example of Christ Jesus, so 
that united in mind and voice you may 
give glory to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for 
you to treat each other in the same 
friendly way as Christ treated you. The 
reason Christ became the servant of 
circumcised Jews was not only so that 
God could faithfully carry out the 
promises made to the patriarchs, it was 
also to get the pagans to give glory to 
God for his mercy, as scripture says in 
one place: For this I shall praise you 
among the pagans and sing your name. 
 

Gospel Acclamation. Luke 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths: all people shall see the 
salvation of God. 
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel. Matthew 3:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; 
he preached in the wilderness of Judaea 
and this was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
This was the man the prophet Isaiah 
spoke of when he said: “ A voice cries in 
the wilderness: Prepare a way for the 
Lord, make his paths straight.”  

This man John wore a garment made of  

camel-hair with a leather belt round his 
waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all 
Judaea and the whole Jordan district 
made their way to him, and as they 
were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan they confessed their sins. 
But when he saw a number 
of Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of 
vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you 
are repentant, produce the appropriate 
fruit, and do not presume to tell 
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 
father,” because, I tell you, God can 
raise children for Abraham from these 
stones. Even now the axe is laid to the 
roots of the trees, so that any tree 
which fails to produce good fruit will be 
cut down and thrown on the fire. I 
baptise you in water for repentance, 
but the one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will 
clear his threshing-floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn; but the chaff he 
will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon  Baruch 5:5; 4:36 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the 
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 

Let us pray: We pray for recently deceased Bernadette Beasley, and for Alexandra 

Haddad, Michael Joseph Flanagan, Carmelo Mederos and Barry Hilder, whose death 
anniversaries are at this time. We pray that their families find comfort in the fact that they 
are safely in the arms of their loving Lord. We also pray for all our brothers and sisters in 
our community who are unwell, especially, Karen Allen, Ray Dukes , Danko Caran, Sean 
Murray, Franco Di Napoli  Laurie Doohan, Linda Hicks, Michelle Gardam, Bradley Gardam, Cecilia 
Fanning, Kathleen Bell, Michelle Hadden, Cohen Hadden, Peter Joseph Apap, Jo Von Schomburg, Sr 
Patricia Holligan, Greg Pigott, Bob Scott,  Deacon George Bryan, Kaye Bryan, Desley Mulock, Pauline 
Balkin, Mary Gayed, Shirley Harman, Dot Gray, Lucy Mikosic, Bernadette Hoolahan, Elisabeth Robens, 
Marion Betker, Maddie Millard, and Trish Devoy. If you know someone who needs prayers, please 
contact the parish office on 4735 1041 and we will add them to our prayer list.  
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Parish Notices: 

Cuppa and a Chat: Please join us for light 
refreshments after the 6pm Vigil Mass this 
weekend, Dec 6. All welcome! 

Wrap with love knitters group meets on Thursdays 
from 9am -12pm in the parish hall. For more 
information, please contact Judy Prendergast 
(0407101254) or Julia Hayes (0452 665 844).  
 
Choir rehearsals for the 6pm Christmas Vigil 
Mass will be on Tuesdays at 7.30pm in the church.  

Upper Primary (Yr 4-7) Youth Group- this Friday 
(Dec 12): It’s party time for our youth group, with an 
extended session from 7-8.30pm.  Join us to 
celebrate Christmas with pizza, games, YouTube, 
prayer and craft activities. Don’t forget to bring your 
friends, and new faces are always welcome. For 
more information contact the parish office. 
 

Angel Christmas Tree Initiative- Helping our 
Children Grow in Faith: We need your help to give 
scripture students at our public schools the 
workbooks they need for their spiritual journey. With 
your support, we can help guide them and share 
important lessons from the scriptures. For just $5, you 
can buy an angel. Write your prayer intention on the 
note, put it in the box, and hang your angel on the 
tree. All the prayers will be brought up to the altar with 
the offertory. Your help makes scripture education 
meaningful for our children. Every bit of support 
counts. Mary and the Catechist Team. 

Readers/ Commentators roster: 
 

 

 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION- Second Sunday of 
Advent 
Repent, repent, repent!  “But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit”. 
If the call from the First 
Sunday of Advent’s Gospel 
reading was ‘stay awake’, 
then the Second Sunday of 
Advent’s Gospel reading is 
calling us to ‘repent’.  Take 
a moment, look back and 
reflect, has my life changed 
since advent last year? With all the Eucharistic 
celebrations I participated in throughout the year, 
the sacraments of reconciliations I received, and 
the life I have experienced, what has changed? 
Was it another wasted year? “Prepare a way for 
the Lord, make his paths straight”, goes the 
Gospel reading. This is a call to repent. “Interior 
repentance is a radical reorientation of our whole 
life, a return, a conversion to God with all our 
heart, an end of sin”. (CCC 1431). With 
repentance, our heart changes, the way we see 
and do things changes, even the way we talk. 
Most importantly, we become one with Christ. 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away. Behold, the 
new has come!” (2 Cor 5:17). 
Dear friends, repent, repent, repent, is the call.  
John in the Gospel reading challenges us even 
more, “But if you are repentant, produce the 
appropriate fruit”. Let us listen to that voice 
echoing deep in our hearts. "Repent the kingdom 
of heaven is close at hand”. 
Image: https://i.ytimg.com/vi/AXFZxTcy9UQ/maxresdefault.jpg 
   

Women’s Refuge Christmas Appeal: We have 
had a request from the Women’s refuge at 
Katoomba to provide gifts for children fleeing 
domestic violence, who will be residing there 
over Christmas. Gift tags are available at the 
back of the church with age and gender as a gift 
guide. Please take a tag and then attach it to 
your gift. All gifts may be left at the back of the 
church over the next two weekends. Thank you.   

Catholic Care Emergency Food Drive- next 
weekend (13/14 Dec): Catholic Care have 
suggested that along with the usual grocery 
items we could consider purchasing some small 
Christmas treats for those who live alone eg 
small Christmas pudding, tinned ham, mince 
tarts. Thank you. 

Vinnies Christmas Appeal: This weekend is 
the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. If you would like 
to give to this appeal, envelopes are available at 
the rear of the church, and can be placed into 
the Vinnies Poor Box. Thank you for your 
kindness and generosity this Christmas. 

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve: 6pm Children’s Mass  
                           8pm Family Mass 
 
Christmas Day: 9.30am 
 
Reconciliation: 
Friday 19th Dec: 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 20th Dec: 4.30-5.45pm 
Tuesday 23rd Dec: 9-10am 
Wednesday 24th Dec: 9.30-10.30am 

 



 

Parish Information 
 

Parish office open Tuesday to Friday from 
9:00am to 3pm. (ph: 4735 1041)  
Parish priest: Fr Michael G. Gathuku 
Deacon: Batsirai Maringehosi 
Parish Office Administrator: Joanne Hamilton 
Sacramental Co-ordinator: Cate Kensey 
 

Our Lady of the Way principal:  
    Phillip Kapitanow (ph: 4777 7200) 
Penola Catholic college principal:  
   Peta Sparkes (ph: 4728 8100) 
CathWest Innovation College principal: 
   Paul Stenning (ph: 02 8886 9500) 
St Vincent de Paul Contact Centre: 
For assistance call 1800 606 724. 

Weekend Mass times: 
Saturday 6 pm,  Sunday 8am, 9:30am 
Filipino Mass-3rd Sunday of the month:12pm 
 

Weekday Masses:  
Tuesday 6pm;   
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9am. 
 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at 8.30am 
Thursday before Mass. Benediction last 
Thursday of the month. 
First Fridays of the month – healing Mass. 
 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5pm. 
 

Sacraments: baptisms and weddings by 
appointment. Please contact the parish office 
(emuplains@parracatholic.org) for information 
on reconciliation, communion and confirmation. 

 
 

 
 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices:  
   

Positions Vacant:  Catholic Chaplain – Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains 
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 
 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal: Thank you for helping heal broken-hearts this Christmas. Because of your 
compassion, we have been able to support Catholic Care’s counsellors to continue 
bringing comfort and hope when it's needed most. Your kindness provides professional 
counselling, tailored care plans and the training that equips our team to serve with 
wisdom and compassion. If you haven’t had a chance to donate, please visit 
parracatholic.org/appeal or scan this QR code. Thank you. 
 

 
Mt Schoenstatt Advent and Christmas Carols: 13 December Come and prepare your hearts for the 
coming of Christ at the Advent and Christmas Carols at Mt Schonestatt Family Hall, 230 Fairlight Road 
Mulgoa on Saturday 13 December from 7pm. All children are encouraged to arrive by 6.45pm dressed as 
angels or shepherds. Contact Sr. M. Rita for more details: 0493 026 628 srrita@schoenstatt.org.au 
 

Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta 
To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes 
in the Diocese of Parramatta from 5-11 January. For one week, the Diocese of Parramatta will come 
alive with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts and resilience of migrant communities who have 
enriched our parishes, schools and communities. Bring your friends and family to experience the Migrant 
Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage at a parish near you. Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross. 
 

Blacktown Parish presents ‘The Witness’ The community of Mary Queen of the Family Parish, 
Blacktown, are bringing to life the musical “The Witness” – telling the story of the life of Jesus through the 
eyes of St Peter. The parish is currently looking for a variety of roles to be filled for the production, 
including director, choreographer, singers and dancers. An information session and commissioning Mass 
will be held on Saturday 29 November from 9am at St Patrick’s Church. To learn more, or express your 
interest, please visit https://www.privyr.com/form/5W7hISmG#the-witness-musical-cast-crew 
 

Feast days of the week: 
                 

                      

Dec 8th  – The Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
Dec 9th –  St Juan Diego 
Dec 10th  – Our Lady of Loreto 
Dec 11th – St. Damasus I, Pope 
Dec 12th – Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Dec 13th – St. Lucy, Martyr 
 

Parish bank details: 
 

If you would like to support our priest and 
church financially through online banking: 
Name: Emu Plains Catholic church 
BSB: 067 950  
Account Number: 00000289 
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